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SECURITY INFORMATION 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENC 

SUBJECT! TERMS OF REFERENCE! NIE-35A* 
IN INDOCHINA THROUGH MID-1952 


E AGENCY 
9 Janua xy 1952 
PROBABLE DE9ELOF T £NTS 


THE PROBL^! 


To estimate probable developments in Indochina through 
mi <1*1952 with particular emphasis on probable Chinese Communist 
courses of action in that area« 


QUESTIONS BEARING ON PROBLEM 


Io - FACTORS INFLUENCING CHINESE CCEtTJNIST POLICY TOWARD INDOCHINA 

A© What, is the current military situation in Indochina? 

1© What is the relative military strength* combat effee* 
tivenesa and tactical disposition of the French- 
Vietnamese and Viet *'inh forces? 
a«> How has the fighting in Tonkin during the past 

six months affected French- Vietnamese capabilities? 
bo How has the fighting in Tonkin during the paet 
six months affected Viot **inh capabilities? 
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2o What is the pres ant nature and level of Chinese 
Coranuniet technical and materiel assistance to the 
Viet Ktnh? 

Bo What are the capabilities of the Chinese Comnmnista to 
commit an increasing volume of assistance to the Viet 
Mich in the form of advisers, instructors, manpower 
incorporated in Viet Minh units, and materiel? 
lo Assuming present situation or an intensification of 
the fighting in Korea? 

2o Assuming an armistice in Korea? 

Co What are the capabilities of the Chinese Communists to 

eonmit major elements of their regular forces in Indochina? 
lo Assuming present situation or an intensification of 
the fighting in Korea? 

a* What ground forces do the Chinese Communists have 
available for commitment to an invasion of Indo- 
china? What is the levs! of training and equip* 
meat of these troops? How mao/ troops can the 
Chinee e Coiwnuniats now support logistically in 
Indochina in sustained military operations? 

• 2 • 
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bo What air strength could the Chinese Coimii&ste 
oommlt to such an invasion? What airfields are 
available or could be made available for operational 
use? 

o© What naval strength could the Chinese Conmunlsts 
commit to such an invasion? 

2o Assuming an armistice in Korea* 

a© How many troops oould the Chinese Cownunists support 
logiatically in Indochina in sustained military 
operations? 

b© What air strength oould the Chinese Communists commit 
to such an invasion? 

c 9 What naval strength could the Chinese Communists 
commit to such an invasion? 

D. How would the capabilities of the Viet Minh forces be 
affected in the next six months if * 

1« Chinese Goiwuwiet technical and materiel assistance 
were maintained at approximately present levels? 

So Chinese Communists increase their present assistance 

re- 
programs over the next few months to the levels 

snvisloned in B 1 and B 2 above© 

• 3 • 
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% Chinos 3 Cesmnigts increase their present assistance 
to the levels contemplated in C 1 and C 2 above 0 

E* What are the present French-?! etnames a capabilities to 
withstand attacks bys 

la The Viet Minb alone, assuming a continuance of the 
present scale of Chinese Ceimuxdst assistance? 

2# The Viet Hinh alone, assuming a substantial increase 
in the scale of Chinese Communist assistance, including 
!t voltmteere" with the Viet Hinh? 

1# The Viet Hinh, assisted by major Chinese Conrnunist 
regular forces? 

F 9 What trends in Freoch^Viatsuraese capabilities to resist 
Viet Hinh^Chinese Communist pressure are probable through 
nidMl# 2? 

to In manpower and materiel supply (including scheduled 
US aid)? 

2o In political strength and stability within Vietnam? 

3o In the will to resists 

&o Political and economic developments within France? 
bo Political and economic developments within Indochina? 


O Hf 
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Go What would be the influence on Chinese Communist courses 
of action with respect to Incto china of* 
lo The situation in Korea? 

2o The requirements of internal consolidation in 
Communist China? 

3o A possible Chinese Communist belief that a more 
forward course in Indochina might incite UN or US 
counteraction in Indochina? 
a© Substantially increased assistance to the Viet 
Minlt* possible including "volunteers” in Viet 
Winh units? 

bo Commitment of regular Chinese Communist forces 
in organised units? 

ho A possible Chinese Consmnist belief that a more 
forward course in Indochina might bring UN or US 
retaliation, including strategic bombing, against 
the China mainland? 

a® Substantially increased assistance to the Viet 
Miah, possible including "volunteers" in Viet 
Mlnh units? 

bo Commitment of regular Chinese Comnuniat forces in 
organised units? 

«■ 5 ® 
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Sc A Significant improvement in the French-Viatnamese 
military and political position in Indochina? 

6© Indications of French weakening of will to resist 
because of the economic and military strains on 
metropolitan France involved in a long-term and 
indecisive war in Indochina? 

lo Bs^opments elsewhere in Southeast Asia (for example, 
Burma) favorable to the Conmunistso 

1X ‘ CHIMESE C OTTOIST WITH 

A*, What indications may be derived from Communist mi li tary 
activity in Coramsnist China and within Indochina? 

B. What indications may ba derived firom non-military events 
such as Communist (Soviet, Chinese Communist, Viet Miah) 
propaganda, the movement of Communist leaders, and the 
formation of Joint Viet Minh-Chinsse Coanunist eultural 
an<Vbr military organisations? 


In ‘ TSaas ;; F K g m ga 

(To be prepared by O/jJE based on I and II above) 
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